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Tristan Strong Punches a Hole in the Sky 
Kwame Mbalia 

1. Why didn’t Tristan believe High John when he told them the people of MidPass were gone? 
He did not believe the people were gone because High John came out of nowhere. 
 

2. Who told Tristan that he had a gift and what was the gift? 
John Henry told Tristan he had the gift of being a storyteller - Anansesem. 
 

3. What happened when Tristan held Nyame’s adinkra? 
Nyame’s adinkra, a symbol that represents something, let Tristan see many details.  
 

4. What stopped Tristan from opening Eddie’s journal? 
The journal gave off a weird green glow.  (Really he did not want to deal with the memory of 
losing his friend or not being able to save him.) 
 

5. What was the warning Ayanna and Tristan received from Brer Fox? 
They were told that they were being hunted. 
 

6. Why did the MidPass gods want the true Story Box? 
They thought that they could get the Weaver, Anansi, to help them seal the sky. 
 

7. What happened when Tristan concentrated and practiced control?  
A boy appeared out of the clouds.  
 

8. What Did Tristan claim that the Maafa was using to get him? 
The Maafa was using Brer Fox to ge thim.  Tristan could see that the Fox was still alive. 
 

9. How did Tristan enter the other world? 
He chased Gum Baby after he stole Eddie’s book of stories.  He caught up to Gum Baby at the 
Bottle Tree.  He punched the Bottle Tree trying to get his book back and wound up falling 
through fire to enter this alternate world.  
 

10.Why did Chestnutt sketch? 
She sketched when she was afraid.  
 

11.How did Ayanna get everybody to Isihlangu? 
She steered the raft they were traveling on into a garbage train that took them up the 
mountain.  They got off at an air shaft so they would not be caught by the guards. 
 

12.What did Gum Baby do when Uncle C looked into the Story Box? 
She jumped out and threw sap balls into Uncle C’s eyes so that they could escape. 
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13.What happened when Gum Baby came into his bedroom in the middle of the night? 
Gum Baby grabbed Tristan’s backpack with Eddie’s book in it and ran off. 
 

14.What did John Henry give Tristan to help him battle the fetterlings? 
He gave him gloves like a boxer would ear. 
 

15.What did Tristan promise Ayanna before he stepped off Old Familiar? 
He promised to get help for Ayanna who had been attacked. 
 

16.Who were Miss Sarah and Miss Rose? 
They were two goddesses from the Midfolk who had wings.  They worked with John Henry and 
Brer Rabbit to protect the Thicket. 
 

17.How did Tristan know that Nyame’s people were not dead? 
He told Nyame that he had seen her people in a dream and that they were trapped, not dead. 
 

18.What were the butterflies doing in the glade? 
Tristan realized they were reenacting his tales. 
 

19.What did Amagqirha give to Tristan and what does it do? 
Amagqirha gave Tristan a silver ball to add to Tristan’s bracelet.  It was to protect him on this 
journey to fix the sky. 
 

20.What did Chestnutt tell Gum Baby that MALEVOLENCE meant? 
She told him that it meant evil. 
 

21.What was Anansi’s punishment? 
He had two punishments: 
1.  He had to fix the sky. 
2.  He had to stay with Tristan in his cell phone as a spider.  
 

22.Why did the children have to sing Abiyoyo’s name at night? 
They had to sing his name at night so that he did not steal them. 
 

23.Why were ancestors called forebears? 
The ancestors are called forebears because the carried people forward. 
 

24.What was Tristan afraid of? 
He was afraid of heights. 
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25.Why was Eddie on the bus at the end of the story? 
He was there because Tristan still needed help to face his deepest fears.  
 

26.What did Uncle C threaten Tristan with? 
He threatened to take away his memories of his friend.  He also threatened to take away the 
book. 
 

27.What did Ayanna order to be done when the bone ships were trying to catch the raft from 
below? 
She ordered that the supplies be thrown overboard to make the raft lighter so that it could go 
higher and faster. 
 

28.What did Tristan wonder about the Golden Crescent? 
He saw that it was a beautiful place, but wondered where the people were.  
 

29.What is a thread? 
Tristan has to concentrate to find a thread to help conquer the evil by using his stories.  The 
thread is the beginning of a story. 
 

30.Name 2 things that come after Tristan and his friends as they try to find the story box. 
1.  Bone Ships - left over bones that try to grab you and pull you into the river of fire 
2.  Fetterlings - chains with grips that grab and bind you to pull you off 
3.  Hullbeast - large iron monster that lets off brand flies 
4.  Brand Flies - they sting you with poison to make you incapable of doing anything 
5. Maafa - The large ship holding all the prisoners 
 

31.What is Old Familiar? 
He is High John’s crow that carries Tristan and his friends to the battles. 
 

32.What is a Mmoatia? 
It is a fairy that Tristan takes Ayanna and Chestnutt to when they get poisoned by the brand 
flies.  The fairy is known to provide healing.  
 

33.Who is the haint? 
The haint is Uncle Cotton.  A haint is an evil spirit that was kept in the bottles hanging on the 
Bottle Tree.  Tristan released him when he broke the bottle chasing after Gum Baby.  
 

34.Who was Brer Rabbit? 
He was actually Anansi.  He wanted Eddie’s journal to strengthen himself not midpass. 
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35.What were the charms on his Tristan’s bracelet and what do they do? 
1. Green spider web - helps him get in tune with his stories 
2.  A rose gold adinkra(symbol) - helps him focus his abilities 
3.  A silver ball - to protect him 
4.  An akofena charm - it gives him two sets of boxing gloves - one on his hands and one at his 
waist. 
 

36.What is the deal that Tristan makes with Maafa? 
Tristan will continue to tell the stories of the Maafa and remember him if the Maafa lets him 
and his prisoners go.  Tristan makes this deal after convincing him that Uncle C was using him 
to get all the power.  
 

37.Who was Tristan spending the summer with? 
He was spending the summer with his grandparents to try and get over the death of his friend 
Eddie.  
 

 
 


